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Our readings this weekend are filled with suchd/ivhagery that it's the stuff that
makes Hollywood “happy,” if you will. It's the kahof stuff that Hollywood likes

to get their hands on, because it's big and itssrhtic and it's bold and it's out
there. There’s a lot of action and a lot of shdppening. And as we ponder these
readings, we have to pause. And we have to quisketres. But nonetheless, we
can get caught up in those readings and all thealic it that we might very well
miss what's happening.

Let us look at our gospel first. Here we have Sdmying already fed the
multitude. That's what we heard last weekend. I\&etr five thousand. Five
loaves, two fish. A dramatic, wonderful miraclatihappened. And now, Jesus
dismissing his disciples; sending them ahead of hiimey get into a boat. They
start to cross the sea. And he dismisses the ¢randdit says that “he goes to the
mountain and prays alone.”

He takes time out of all that craziness of feedimgmultitudes, of dismissing his
disciples — sending them on their way to prepar¢hfe next stop. Takes time to
just be quiet...to be quiet with God. To composedalin To rest. To just “be.”

And then it says as the night goes on and is theibarossing the sea, the lake,
that it is being tossed about because there’simig that's happening. And the
disciples are just a little panicked. It's a &ttinsettling at night with those winds
and the waves, and are we going to get to the sttler And then, lo and behold,
here comes Jesus walking on the water. Now ibattd scene that Hollywood
would love? Jesus walking on the water.

And at first they're terrified. They think it'sghost! And then he says, “Calm
yourselves. Itis|. Do not be afraid.” Thenrtiie Peter, impetuous as ever,
“Lord, if it's really you...” Now listen to what heays. “Lord, if it's_reallyyou.”
So already from the beginning he’s questioning isally the Lord. So he’s
already got a sense of doubt. “Lord, if it's rgalbu, tell me to come to you on
the water.” You can see Jesus...you're insisting.aBead. Come. And Peter
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jumps out of the boat and it tells us that he’skiveg on the water himself. Until

all at once, he becomes aware of the wind and #wesvand all of the craziness
about him. And then he begins to sink. And thercies out, “Lord! Save me!”
And it says that Jesus stretches out his arm amgglates him, catches him, and puts
him in the boat. Now Jesus goes on to say, “Ohofdittle faith. How could you
doubt oh you of little faith?”

Now the question that we have to ask ourselveswsdid Peter demonstrate doubt
and little faith? Was it in his thinking in the tgg? Or was it even that he got out
of the boat in the first place? Maybe the greabétaith is trusting that this is
Jesus coming on the water to them to join therha@bibat, not needing to get out
of the boat. Remember he said, “If you reallytheeLord, tell me to come to

you.” Already, before he even ventures out fromlbbat, the safety that was
there, he already begins to doubt. And it is Jeduslifts him up, who saves him,
and places him back in the boat, where he’s safesannd.

We hear this story, and it does give us pauseiné gbout all of the craziness that
we have to deal with on any given day of our livéose things that just frustrate
us, and just the chaos and the turmoil, and adld@lthfficult things that come at us,
that seem so overwhelming at times. And we milginkito ourselves, “Oh | need
to venture out there and take care of it myseMirid that's when we begin to feel
as though we’re sinking.

But invariably when we pause long enough to cal) tword, save me!” somehow
the Lord presents God's self to us. Lifts us @Gves us that sense of security and
hope that we need to go on.

We learn in our first reading about Elijah. Whagtsing on with Elijah...Elijah is
sort of on the run right now. He’s upset with Gbd¢cause God has sent him to
prophesie to the people. But the queen, Jezebtying to kill him. And so he’s
mad at God because God’s not being dramatic! &hrdc with lightning! Or bring
down an earthquake that just consumes his enerAies.so he goes, fleeing God
really. And he goes to a cave. And he sort oé$akkod to task — “why aren’t you
doing what | think you should do? Why aren’t yoakimg yourself manifest in a
way that is evidence that you are the one, whbbdohe, true God. And instead
God says to him, “Just wait. I'm going to show yuayself.”

We hear that there’s lightning and thunder, and’&nodt in the lightning and the
thunder. We hear that there’s an earthquake, anls@ot in the earthquake.
And we hear that there is fire, and God is nohmfire. And then we hear that
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there’s a quiet whisper. Elijah hides his face goés to the opening of the cave as
God passes by.

It is God that gives us peace. But we also hawatldev ourselves the quiet. Do as
Jesus did to go to that mountaintop to be quidt Whié Lord. It's not just about
going up a barrage of words and inundating God walitkinds of prayers and
petitions. Sometimes we just have to be quietltavaGod to be God, so that God
can do what God is going to do to allow ourselwelsd open to what God offers
us.

We may not always like it. We may not always bisfiad. But when we let God
be God, and we trust that God is there, presems,tand we make that time to be
quiet with the Lord, we can have confidence thag¢mvtve do need to cry out
“Lord, save me,” the hand of God is there to Igtup.



