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By Marlene Miller 

 

                July 1st and 2nd was a time to celebrate the beginning of a new chapter for 

the Community of Epiphany as we celebrated 

Father Jeff’s first Liturgy with us.  On this week-

end, to paraphrase Michael Joncas’ song, “We 

Come to Your Feast,” we began the “weaving of 

our stories, the fabric of our lives; the dreams of 

those before us (and ours), and the promise of 

our future.” 

 Since his ordination on August 7, 1993, 

Father Jeff’s journey to Epiphany has been paved 

with many experiences.  Prior to the past five 

years serving as pastor of St. Lawrence Church, 

Father Jeff has also served for two years at St. 

Barnabas and three years at St. James & St. Ignatius in Elizabethtown. 

 As Father Jeff begins his pastorship at Epiphany, he will resign from his 

military service of three years as a Navy chaplain, and as the Region V representa-

tive of the Archbishop’s Council (Epiphany is in Region IX).  However, he will 

continue his position on the Priest Personnel Board, as well as finishing his work to 

acquire a doctorate in preaching from the St. Thomas Aquinas Institute for Preach-

ing at St. Louis University. 

 Many parishioners were able to welcome Father Jeff and introduce them-

selves at Epiphany’s 35th Birthday Celebration on June 4th (pictured with his grand-

mother, Marie Steele, parishioner). Be sure to introduce yourself and welcome Fa-

ther Jeff when the opportunity presents itself!  It would be most helpful for Father 

Jeff if we all wore our name badges when attending liturgy!! 

 

 Welcome, Father Jeff!!   

 
SERIES EVENTS  

 

JUNE 

1           Fr. Jeff’s 1st Mass – 5:30pm 

2           Fr. Jeff’s 1st Mass: 9 & 11:30am 

3           Fourth of July:  Office closed 

10 -14   Bibletimes Marketplace 9-noon 

16         St. Ann’s Conference 9am 

18    Mary Magdalene Service 7pm 

20-21    AARP Drive 55!  9am – 1pm     

25 -29   Pictorial Directory Photos: 

             12-4pm and 5-8:30pm 

30         Blood Pressure Screenings 

AUGUST 

1-4       Pictorial Directory Photos: 

            12-4pm and 5-8:30pm 

17        Weekly Scripture Study-10am 

19        Retreat:  “Getting Hooked on 

                the Fun of Being Married” 

23        Wednesdays for Women-9:30am 

23        Weekly Scripture Study-7pm 

29        Beginning Spanish Class 7pm: 
                  7 sessions 
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An excerpt from “MY PATH TO PEACE” 

By Sarah Maynard    May 31, 2006 

My life has had many twists and turns and it took me a long time to come to the realization that everything we ex-
perience is for us to learn and grow.   
 It was during a very low time in my life, nearly four years ago, that I moved to Louisville.  I knew a few people here 
and felt I could make a fresh start.  Of course, God had His hand in my decision, but that fact didn’t dawn on me until a cou-
ple of years later.  It seemed that everywhere I went for classes, meetings or any gathering here in Louisville, I ran into mem-
bers of Epiphany Church.  All of them had very positive things to say and were enthusiastic about their involvement here.   

One August afternoon in 2004, a conversation with my friend Kim turned to the subject of faith.  She mentioned that 
she worshiped at Epiphany. I told her I had heard really good things about it and had been meaning to check it out.  With that 
being said, she invited me to attend a service with her and her husband that weekend.  I accepted her invitation thinking to 
myself that I would finally get to see what all of these people were talking about. The service began and right away I felt a 
surge of uplifting energy and remember turning to Kim to tell her how incredible it felt to be here.  By the end of the service, 
I realized that God had been speaking to me through many friends and acquaintances to lead me here.  Once again, I felt a 
sense of peace that I hadn’t felt in many years.  I knew this was something I wanted to know more about and decided to at-
tend classes to learn about the Catholic faith.   

I wanted to share this wonderful place I had discovered with my husband, Greg, so I asked if he would go to a Mass 
with me at Epiphany the next weekend.  We were separated at the time, he was living in Frankfort and we hadn’t been com-
municating very well, so when he agreed to go with me I was pleasantly surprised.  In all our years together, 33 at that time, 
we had only attended church together a few times.  I know now that Greg’s acceptance of my invitation was because God 
was opening our hearts, so we could find our way back to Him and each other.  Greg’s reaction to Epiphany was the same as 
mine; he loved it immediately, a true miracle for us.   
 After several months as Pre-Catechumens we decided we were ready to take the next step and signed up for the 
RCIA process.  Everyone at Epiphany involved in our education and final metamorphosis into true believers in the Catholic 
faith was completely generous, loving, and kind. Both of us had the ideal sponsor; my sponsor was simply an angel to me.  
The joy we witnessed in the community was so inspiring.  We had never seen such a bond between members of a congrega-
tion. Our marriage was strengthened and our hopes of happiness together renewed.  Greg and I were in constant conversation 
about our belief in God and how God has blessed us in leading us to Epiphany.   

By Easter my heart was happy and calm and I was filled with the same joy I had seen so prominently in others.  A 
few weeks prior to Easter at reconciliation, Father Bill with outstretched arms welcomed me home.  I am home at last and so 
grateful to be here as a member of the Epiphany family. 

WITNESS TALK 
By Todd Robson 

My experience during the Easter Vigil will be a moment in life that will live with me forever.  It was an emotional experience 
that my father and I shared after Mass.  He was brought up by his grandmother in the Methodist faith, as was I.  However, his 
mother and father were both Catholic.  His mother passed away 14 days after his birth due to complications from the deliv-
ery.  So, his grandmother and father raised him.  After Easter Mass my father approached me in church to hand me rosary beads 
that were from his mother and father, and they were 75 to 100 years old.  We had a chance to reflect and share an emotional op-
portunity by remembering his mother and father.  It was a true father/son bond.  It was an experience as a son that I will cherish 
for the rest of my life.  I will have the opportunity later in life to share this experience with my children. 
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BECOME 

By Helen Deines 
Chair, Parish Pastoral Council 

 

BECOME (Building Epiphany Community), an Ad Hoc Committee of the Parish Pastoral Council, presented its report at the 
May Council meeting with the following recommendations: 

¨ Support an expansion of the existing Worship Center and gathering areas, and add a Lifelong Learning Center which 
will enable the Epiphany community to continue our commitment to meaningful worship, lifelong learning, and social 
justice. 

¨ Approve the proposed footprint, and retain Bayus Evola to prepare required documents for a final design to be submitted 
to PPC, the Epiphany community and archdiocese for final acceptance. 

¨ Retain the existing BECOME committee to work with Bayus Evola on the final design. 

¨ Create an ad hoc committee charged with assessing parishioners’ financial support of the project. 

¨ Direct that the impact to the environment is a core consideration of the final design. 

  The Council chose not to act on these recommendations at this time, deferring discussion until its September meet-
ing.  One major consideration mentioned in the discussion was that this is a time of transition for Epiphany as we welcome 
Father Jeff Nicolas as our new pastor.  The current Council would like to consider BECOME’s proposal in a spirit of unity 
with Father Jeff. 

On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council, I thank the BECOME Committee for their extraordinary commitment to 
this project.  Each member expended a tremendous amount of time, energy, and personal passion on behalf of our parish.  
Thank you for the unselfish service offered by Chair Jay McDermott, and members:  Susan Barber, Tony Bayus, Suzanne 
McHugh, Neil Ramsey, Chip Swanson, Father Bill Griner, former Pastor, and Martha Stuber (Staff).   

�

YOUR VOICE DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

By Sharon Bidwell 

In a complex society such as ours, it is often difficult to know 
whether one person’s voice or even several voices can make a 
difference in our world. Whenever we think that taking a posi-
tion on an issue or advocating for someone else won’t mean 
much, just remember this quotation from Margaret Mead: 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citi-
zens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 
has.” 

Over the past two months, many Epiphanites have 
been involved in several efforts to make our world a better 
place. In late April, the people of Epiphany made sure that four 
pick-up trucks full of hazardous materials did not go to the 
landfill. Your letters to our state legislators also helped pre-
serve the Metro Louisville air quality program known as 
STAR. Your phone calls, letters, and visits to Frankfort this 
spring were instrumental in making sure that the state Afford-
able Housing Trust Fund now has a dedicated funding source. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in these efforts and in 
so many others. Your voice DOES make a difference! 

EXCESS RESERVE FUNDS MEET MANY  

COMMUNITY NEEDS  By Sharon Bidwell 

During Epiphany’s 2004-2005 fiscal year, the commu-
nity was blessed by the generous giving of its members – 
so much so that we were able to have $115,000 in excess 
reserve funds at the end of the year.  In keeping with 
Epiphany’s gospel commitment to serve those in need, 
these funds were distributed to several local organiza-
tions that work with the poor.  These organizations re-
ceived funds: 
AIM of Kentuckiana Casa Latina/La Casita Center 
Centro Latino  Clothe A Child 
Crossroads Ministry Dayspring 

EACM Latino Outreach Services Center 
East Louisville Community Ministries 

Guardia Care  Habitat for Humanity 
Hand in Hand Ministries               House of Ruth 

Nativity Academy at St. Boniface 
Project Warm  Project Women      Youth Alive 

South Louisville Community Ministries 
St. Anthony Community Outreach 

St. James School St. Rita’s Hispanic Ministry 
    West Louisville Community Ministries  
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MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS:  A Special Relationship 
By Melinda Hileman 

 Have you seen the cartoons, “For Better or For Worse” by Lynn Johnston? Mother and daughter are in a fierce 
argument. Daughter leaves, stomping up stairs and slam-
ming door to her room. Daughter throws herself on her bed. 
(Silently) Mom tiptoes up to daughter’s room and places 
kiss on daughter. Daughter fully embraces mom and says, “I 
thought you weren’t coming.”  Sometimes... a hug can heal 
everything and love is better than a lecture. We are only hu-
man and it sure can be difficult to love someone whose 
emotions are as disruptive as a rhinoceros in an Lladro gal-
lery. 
 The joy most parents feel at the birth of their chil-
dren can continue through every stage of growth their child 
experiences. Yes, including the transition years between childhood and adulthood!  Just ask the mothers and daughters 
who attended the April program sponsored by Epiphany’s Women’s Concerns Group with facilitator/parishioner, Jinny 
Hunt of East Louisville Pediatrics. Building, strengthening, and providing a loving relationship for our children is es-
sential during this critical time of young adult development.  Parents, we know this…right?   
 Do you also know your daughter’s favorite after school activity?  How about her closest friend? What’s her 
favorite dinner?  Daughters, what is the color of your mother’s eyes?  Where did your mom go to high school? How old 
was she on her first date?  These tiny tidbits of info may sound trivial. Or they could be the building blocks, the founda-
tion, for open conversation between mothers and daughters. These shared pieces of life’s experiences help us connect, 
laugh, and trust the most important people in our lives as we discovered during this intriguing workshop.   
 Mothers and daughters, open your minds to see only the beauty God has created in us. Discuss the wonders of 
our bodies, minds, and spirits.  Begin the journey together, mother and daughter, into a new chapter of your lives. Pray 

 

“RAISE THE ROOF” 
By Chuck Sgro 

From May 27th to June 3rd, nine Epiphanites and three other local Habitat volunteers participated in a Habitat for 
Humanity House Building Blitz in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  They were joined by volunteers from all over America to 
build fourteen houses in just eight short days! 
            The land for these homes was provided by two private citizens who sold a large parcel of land to a developer,    

and included in the contract a provision that twelve pieces of this 
property be provided free of charge for Habitat and low-income 
housing.  
            Working alongside the team, were the two Partner families 
who barely survived Hurricane Katrina and whose stories were of 
unimaginable terror and survival.    
             Della Washington, a mother of three children, works for 
Wal-Mart.  Louise Moore, a mother and grandmother, worked part 
time at Memorial Medical Center in New Orleans. Both will lease 
their house for six months while they get their 350 sweat equity 
hours.   (Continued on page 6 )                                                                                                 
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WITH SYMPATHY  
 

Lord, Let Us Forever Keep In Our Minds And Hearts These Of Your Children Who Have  
ExperencedTheir Own Resurrection And Those Who Grieve Their Loss 
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Virginiann Cempre mother of Debbie Sachs 
Tom Thieneman brother of Martha Stuber,  & 
    Sr. Mary Helen Thieneman 
William Hall  father of Sandra Waitz   
Stella Katuzin  aunt of Terry Working 

 
WHAT’S UP WITH YOUTH MINISTRY AT EPIPHANY? 

By Anastasia Quirk 

Everything!  The youth group is settling in to a summer routine of Sunday morning Pit Stops—a time to refuel with refresh-
ments and reflection for the week!  We had a great year with Junior High, High School, and with the Confirmation Youth!   
Since I started in August, we have participated in several service experiences: winterizing homes for Project Warm; dining 
with the clientele of St. Vincent De Paul; cleaning up the yard of one of our homebound parishioners; cleaning and organiz-

ing a craft room at the Berrytown YMCA; serving lunch to the His-
panic community at Annunciation in Shelbyville, and helping with 
Epiphany events to name a few.  We are currently preparing for a 
trip to Arkansas to visit the Heifer International Ranch for a global 
village experience—a way for youth to begin to understand how 
people in developing countries live—how they work, play, and 
what they eat. Through the use of games, activities, and examples 
from today’s times and discussions, many aspects of Catholic So-
cial Justice teachings are integrated into the service projects, weekly 
gatherings and Confirmation sessions. 
We have fun too!  We went “Skating for Socks” (the socks are do-
nated to St. Vincent De Paul) and had a “Souper Bowl Sunday” 
celebration:  collecting soup at the liturgies followed by our own 

game of football!  We gathered for fun at the Christmas lock-in and for spiritual growth in retreats and days of reflection.  
We participate in regional events such as “Ultimate Games” and lock-ins; Diocesan events such as Quest; CLI; and Cross-
walk; and national events such as NCYC! 

We had a simply awesome Confirmation journey and ceremony!  Epiphany is blessed to have such an active youth 
group who are involved in all of the ministries on any given Sunday.  I encourage everyone to thank the youth for his or her 
time and dedication! 
  I am so grateful to all of the youth and their parents who have welcomed me, making my first year at Epiphany one 
filled with blessings and enjoyment! If you have a ministry that you would like to share with our youth I am sure they would 
love to know about it.  Please don’t hesitate to call me anytime.  God Bless! 

   

Lyda Benish  mother of Suzanne Mosley 
Glenn Ohlmann  brother of Sharon Ash 
Anna Nicklies                 grandmother of Anna Bosler 
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“Raise the Roof” Continued from Page 4  
 
 
 
            Operation Home Delivery and The People of Saudi Arabia sponsored these two homes.  
Both of the homes are electric, have three bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, carports, storage and security 
systems.  Yards were landscaped and sod was applied on the last day. Each house cost approxi-
mately $62,000 to build and will appraise for approximately $100,000. 
            Even though the team worked 12 to 14 hours a day, in heat, humidity and rain, we are 
planning another blitz in October!  Charles Grant, Chuck Stanley and Greg Tichenor joined 
Epiphanites Gregg Cooper, Paul Funke, Les Kurtz, Ev Scheer, Donna Scott, Joe Uvegas, Joe 
Wathen, Jon Wickens, Bill Wiegandt and myself, in accomplishing our goal.  Charles Grant is a 
Habitat Homeowner and an assistant teacher at Meyzeek Middle School, who gives back 100% 
in return for his many blessings! 
            Even though the work was truly rewarding, we are glad to be home! 
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