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A GIFT OF LOVE

By Barbara Aubrey

A 1963 article in the Courier- Journal showcased an outdoor Nativity
scene at the home of prominent Anchorage psychiatrist, Dr. James Wygall Wyc
had commissioned Fr. Donald Walpole, OSB, an art professor and monk at St.
Meinrad Abbey, to design, build and paint the plywood figures for him.

Eventually the contemporary, life-size scene was donated to the Commu
nity of Epiphany and this work of art has silently graced the grounds of Epiphany
at Christmastime. Through the years the winter weather has takdhatsttze
beautiful figures. They have been in need of major restoration for smeeltiit

the cost has been prohibitive. The thought was perhaps it should be replaced.

Enter the Nativity angels. Linda Thieneman, Music and Worshipgtéini
at Epiphany, knew just who to ask for assistance. ParishiahkereGert offered
his woodworking knowledge and skills and determined that thegalghviigures
could be repaired. She then turned to longtime parishioner and cAirteétEn-
vironment co-chair, Margarete Klose, whose talents havegrmkxsimany artistic
environments as well as produced many liturgical banners. Margaretarkhew
heart she had to accept the challenge even though the project bewver-
whelming. After visiting the 90-year-old monk at St. Meinrad aeeéing the
original pictures of the art, they knew it was the cordeatision to restore the de-
teriorated figures back to their original beauty.

At Epiphany’s summer picnic this year, Margarete ran int@CBss Volpert, former pastor and artist extraordinaire.
knew he would be thrilled to know that the Nativity scene Wdé restored. He wasot only thrilled but also volunteered
work on the project.

And so the work began in the Klose’s garage. Parishioner$ripable and Martha Groene helped sand, stain, se¢
line the wood. Fr. Cass arrived with a sack of paint tubeghrencolors were matched and selected. It was decided &mny$e
ics for the faces and hands and regular paint for the rest. Evesgdy for four months, Margarete and Cass painted togdther
the beginning, they were a bit discouraged as they painstakiagited with very small brushes from 9am until 4pm bunso
things began to flow. According to Margarete, “Cass is not anwonderful artist but a wonderful human being. He made the
dious work fun.” Margarete’s friend, Heide Boel, an accompligiiddViasters artist, also lent a hand to the project. ghtate
estimates they spent over 600 hours restoring this Epiphany treasure.

On November 1, the brilliantly colored figures were carefully moved to Byiplymrage. The stable and animals have
since been placed on the hillside, awaiting their special visitors. Ontr@hsi&ve, Mary, Joseph, the infant Jesus, the angels a
shepherds they will be placed on the hillside, radiant in the winter ligifordthe Feast of Epiphany, the three kings will be
added.

There truly are paint-flecked angels in our midst. These Natinggla have the gratitude and appreciation of this entire
community. Their labor of love is a remarkable Christmas gift!
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LENT 2007 — WHEN | WAS HUNGRY. ...

By Lori Chalson

My family and | came to Epiphany a year ago
from a church in Marietta, Georgia. Let me tell you,
Transfiguration was a church | grieved leaving like no
other, because there was no other Catholic church like
| know. | have been around and have looked hard
(Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia, Kansas, back to Georg
and now Kentucky - same old same old). Everywhere
have lived | found further confirmation that yes; there ig
no other Catholic church with the same power, sense g
purpose, spirit, joy and song as my church of Transfigu
tion. But then Epiphany surprised me! A diamond in th
rough! It was almost like coming home again. Of courg
things are different here, but the truly important things 4
strongly similar — the power, the purpose, the spirit, ang
mean SPIRIT! And yes, the joy and song! Here | have
found the same passion for drama and love of the “Ah-
ha” moment that my soul was searching for. | truly havi
been led to a place | thought | would never find again.

God has the funniest way of getting me involvq
more deeply than | ever intend when | open my |
mouth! Making Room at the Tablene of many Whole
Community Catechesis Programs at Transfiguration
such an amazing experience for my family and me (a
anything that can amaze teenage boys is miraculouf
my book) that | just had to share it with Epiphany.

| was excited to see such acceptance as | watg
the original concept thread its way through the Epipha
leadership - the staff, committees, parishioners like n
self, and then finally merge into something truly bead
ful. We had pushed, prodded, and pulled this idea, sl
ing talents big and small, to produce a truly Epiphany nj
ment. Epiphany’s love of drama and the “Ah-ha” m
ment, something Father Jeff is particularly gifted wif
transformed an amazing experience into a Lenten jour,
like no other.

WHEN | WAS HUNGRY....

AN INVITATION
By Lori Chalson

Enter into the journey of Lent as never before,

beginning with a service, which includes a meald
ashes at The Church of Epiphany. Then you choose Y
own path beyond that. Whether you are 8 or 88 there

our
is a

place for you. Whether you prefer a small faith-sharing

group in the home of friends, guiding your family in th
Lenten journey at home, or gathering with other famili¢
or if you want to try something new, you may create yd
own individualized group. The Lenten packets will if
volve all ages and provide materials to benefit any le
of learning to move you through this journey. You pi
and choose what you wish to do. We have even plan
movie nights to bring all of us together again as a cqg
munity and to supplement the work of your group.

This year begin a unique Lenten journey with
an Ash Wednesday not soon forgotten.
And continue the Lenten program in a group

of your choosing.

Make plans to be with us for

WHEN | WAS HUNGRY ...

Beginning with Ash Wednesday Services
February 21, 2007at 7:00 pm
At the Church of Epiphany

Come Hungry, you will be fed.
Be prepared to be challenged,
to have your eyes opened
and your hearts expanded.
God is calling, who will answer?
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LAURIE ATWELL: ANUMBERS WOMAN

By Mary Bratton

Laurie’s infectious smile and laughing eyes gave me a walimgf as we sat down to meet each
other for the first time. She shared some important things abaeélfhamiling is important, that smile ac-
knowledges others. Itis a curved “hello” on her lips. She likéelim and has volunteered for many ac-

tivities, but most often likes to be in a number two position,[or
better yet, in a supporting role. Another aspect of her istife §
ity to see the glass as half full instead of half emptyat brings
the bright side of life out to enjoy instead of the darkness of flis-
appointments.

Her husband, Mark, a UPS pilot and two children
Wesley, 9, and Sarah, 7, round out the family. In 1996 they
moved to the Louisville area from Las Vegas. A fellow Epiphg-
nite invited her to our church; soon she felt the wonderful senge
of community. The sensation of God'’s pull on her soul made for

a happy homecoming.
Laurie jumped right in with her talents. She got involved with ISResponsibility, the PPC.

Her footsteps intersected with Martha Stuber. Soon Laurie ecasited to serve on the audit committee.
This very responsible position lasted for 9 years. She servdw dsead of this committee until this past
year. Currently, she serves on the administration committeege®eeup her chair on the audit committee to
be co-chair of the administration/finance committee. She holdwitefay Mc Dermott. This is exactly the
kind of work Laurie thrives on, behind the scenes; support systems thanake the church work. Other
places one can see Laurie’s fingerprints are in runningdfm qwursery, washing linens for the church, and
involvement in social events.

Laurie and Mark 's children attend school at St. Margaret Mary. She geestrtalents and
treasure to this parish also.

Father Jeff has inspired her with his words on taking time to think about her gifts @msheltan
offer, where else she can help. With being a mommy, working part-time a4, d&€lping at two parishes, a
husband that travels, and attending a Bible Study for the past 7 years, it is hard/bh@semore time would
be available. We are so lucky to have Laurie in our midst.
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WITH SYMPATHY UPCOMING EVENTS

Lord, Let Us Forever Keep In Our Minds And Hearts
These Of Your Children Who Have Experienced JANUARY

Their Own Resurrection And Those

Who Grieve Their Loss. 6 Feast of the Epiphany Reception in the
Kathleen Pierce mother of Ellen Garofalo Community Center after the 5:30pm Liturgy
7 Feast of the Epiphany Breakfast in the
William Bogdanovic  brother-in-law of Phyllis & Community Center 9:30 — 11:30am
Chuck Carlson _ ,
7 Feast of the Epiphany —Cappuccino/Espresso/
Thomas Thistleton brother of Paul Thistleton Latte Bar after thel1:30am Liturgy
. 13 Red Cross Bloodmobile
Anna Kehl mother of Anita Fitzgibbon _ o _
Look for more information in January bulletins
Janice M. Clore sister of Debbie Sachs 26/27 PPC/Staff Working Retreat
28 Blood Pressure Screenings in the Library
James Brown brother of Leo Brown
10AM-10:30AM &
Roger Smith father of Janet Madras 12:30PM — 1:00PM
Bruce Mayhall brother of Amy Gruber
Anna Herrholtz mother of Betty Rusbackey
FEBRUARY
Joseph Noga father of Tim Noga
Mary Meyer sister of Virginia Mason 5 Articles due for March Epigram
17 Celebration of Marriage Retreat
John “Papa Joe” Bosler grandfather of Anna Bosler 12:30 — 4:30PM
Thomas P. Darcy brother of John Darcy 17 Celebration of Marriage Dinner & Dance
After the 5:30 Liturgy
Anna Lievre mother of Karen Golt_ambosk| & 21 Ash Wednesday
grandmother of David Golem
boski Watch for further details in the February
weekly bulletins
ATEL S eey 6 ey Ar!g_el_a Suell ¢ 25 Blood Pressure Screenings in the Library
aunt of Fran Passinisi
10AM-10:30AM &
Duncan Willis brother of Melar@arswell 12:30PM — 1:00PM

Sr. Donald Sinkhorn aunt of Nancy Raible
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REACHING OUT TO OUR SPANISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY MEMB ERS
By Martha Groene

Our Epiphany pledge asks us to “embrace diversity and nurtwieigoe gifts of all,” and Epiphany
members and staff are hard at work trying to do just thetelyou noticed our new telephone welcome message in
Spanish or our Latino members making use of earphones at B@ dh Sunday liturgies? Bilingual Epiphany
members, Maria and Marco Mufioz are coordinating our team of bilimgtegpreters who translate our English
worship service into Spanish each Sunday. Maybe you have notiéfisgranic children, who have rapidly learned
English, in our children’s formation classes.

Fr. Jeff is also continuing the Mass in Spanish on the second $tirdalg month at 2:30 pm. His Span-
ish skills are growing by leaps and bounds! Tom Gurucharri hasvbed#img with Fr. Jeff to translate portions of
the liturgy. On the other Sunday afternoons of the month, Sr. Lalraurter, a new Epiphany community member
who sings in our choir, is meeting with Hispanic parishionethenchapel. These weekly gatherings focus on com-
munity building and developing each person’s spiritual gifts cedten devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. Sr.
Larraine is also doing home visits with Fr. Jeff and is ingithe Spanish-speaking members of our church commu-
nity to participate in other parish activities.

December is always a special time of celebration for
our Hispanic brothers and sisters. On December 10 they cele-
brated the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe with a procession,
mass, and fiesta. Then on December 17 they celebest&hsa-
das a re-enactment of Mary and Joseph'’s search for hospitality
and a place to give birth to Jesus. This celebration also included a
fiesta. If you have taken the beginner’'s Spanish classes here at
Epiphany, we hope you will join us in the future for the second
Sunday liturgies and other events that welcome our Spanish-
speaking community members to Epiphany.

WHAT'S UP WITH SISTER LARRAINE?
By Brenda Childress

Sister Larraine recently joined the Church of Epiph  She grew up in Middletown, was raised inBlagtist Church,
and in her high school years attended Mount Septosn Owensboro, Kentucky. Sister Larraine wapimed by the strong
willed, independent women who taught her there, el they prized education. After graduating, shme back to Louisville
and attended Bellarmine University for a year, amaked the summer at General Electric. She thenenaalife decision em-
braced for over twenty-seven years now. Sisterdiagrjoined her much admired Mount St. Joseph Urswrder, and took the
vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience.

She has spent most of her years of ministry ifhensboro area, teaching art, working in litungysic, and pastoral
and Hispanic ministry. She recently moved backitddletown to be near her family, especially inhigpf her mother’s recent
diagnosis of breast cancer. She then embarkethdimd her ministry in Louisville, and was espelsiarawn toward Hispan-

ics. Father Jeff invited her to give an outreaobppsal which was well received by the staff. 8be works at Epiphany 10

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
hours a week developing the project. Sister Laerég also working part time with music ministryGr Lady of Consola-
tion parish, and with developing other Hispanicjgcts in Region 8 parishes.

| asked Sister Larraine about being a nun in taslagtular world, and she said she encountered pwople who
wondered why she stayed a nun. She enjoys herddntinues to feel
called to religious life, and values her commitmeS8ister Larraine believes
she has the opportunities to live with more freedordo it her way. Unlike
the pre-Vatican Il days, she is not required t@ lim a convent or always
wear a habit. She is also able to carry out the tnission and intent of St.
Angela Merici, who founded the Ursuline order ialytback in 1540. St.
Angela’s nuns worked in the streets, wore no halgitel lived in their
homes, many times with their parents. She wag fagward thinking, and
unlike other orders of the day.

As for Sister Larraine’s time spent here at Epighder role is “to
be a bridge.” She loves to “build and enable cotioes.” What is God
speaking to her about while she is engaged in thparic ministry? “God
doesn'’t see borders, unless we put them arountdeaurts.”
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